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Master Gardeners of the Ozarks – 2019 Report     
 

Master Gardener Total Impact 
For 2019, the Master Gardeners of the Ozarks fulfilled their commitment to take on high-impact and ambitious 
projects.  A total of 4,448 hours were reported in 2019 by fifty-three master gardeners who served the entire year 
and reported.  They reported making 1,444 contacts with persons in the community in 2019.  The first-year Master 
Gardeners are required to provide 30 hours of service and seasoned master gardeners are only required to 
provide 20 hours.  This year the master gardeners each averaged 84 hours of service.  According to the latest 
figures from the Independent Sector organization, the hourly wage for Missouri volunteer hours currently is $23.96.  
If you put a value on the education and service hours provided to the community, the value totals $106,574 worth 
of volunteer time!  Tim Schnakenberg served as advisor for the master gardener activities in the Stone and Taney 
County area.  Continuing education is in important part of volunteer service. The master gardeners reported 973 
hours of continued education this year (average of 18 hours per person) 
  
Membership, Organization and Structure 
As of year-end, there were 104 master gardeners in the Master Gardeners of the Ozarks chapter.  Of these, there 
are 59 who reside in Stone County, 37 in Taney County, three in Christian County, two in Boone County, one in 
Howell County and two who reside in Boone County, Arkansas.  The master gardeners were led this year by 
Carolyn Crawford, president, Joanne Anderson, vice-president, Marie Ewing, secretary, and Judy Schmitt, 
treasurer.  The chapter met monthly, alternating between locations in Stone and Taney County and the executive 
committee met monthly between meetings.   The chapter boasts 30 emeritus members who have served at least 
ten years in the program.    
  
Master Gardener Scholarship Offered to College Student 
Education is the primary function of master gardeners and many proceeds from educational events go toward 
scholarships for college students majoring in horticulture or a similar field.  Cindy Heider coordinated this effort.  
For 2019, the recipient for a master gardener 
$1,000 scholarship was College of the Ozarks 
student Devon Mundell.   
 
Internal Grant Program Funded Seven Special 
Projects 
The internal grant committee in 2019 allocated 
$4,991.50 for seven projects:  Kimberling Senior 
Center, Kimberling Area Library Children’s Garden, 
Bonniebrook, Pregnancy Life Line, Faith Lutheran 
Church, Cape Fair Community Center and 
Taneyhills Library Gardens.  The committee was 
chaired by Penny Meador.  Funds for projects 
originated from local educational program 
activities and fund-raisers. 
 
 

A scene from the Bonniebrook Gallery, Museum, and Homestead at 
Branson, one of the seven sites that received grant funding in 2019.  
Here, landscaping was improved at the gazebo and the memorial 

garden for master gardener Laurie McCann. 
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Gardening Workshops Bring Out 321 Participants! 
The gardening public continues to turn to the Spring and 
Fall Gardening Workshops for reliable advice on 
gardening in the Ozarks.  There were 166 that attended 
in Branson in March and 155 came to Kimberling City in 
September.  Topics included the 2019 gardening 
weather forecast with KY3 meteorologist Ron Hearst, 
How to Garden on a Rock Pile with Oscar Cross, 
Xeroscape Gardening with T. Woody Wells, Bird 
Friendly Backyard with Alan Gregory, Fall Planting and 
Why Not? by Oscar Cross, Eating from your Garden 
Year-Round by Shon Bishop, Bats Can be Good Night-
Time Neighbors by Bryon Putman, Interiorscapes for 
Plant Hoarders by Nathan Bell and a stretching 
exercise with Monica Mueller.    
 
Plant Sale in Forsyth – A Huge Success 
A large project this year was to host a plant sale in Forsyth in April.  
This is the third year for this project.  Lead by Marva Ramsey, this 
sale brought in $5,078 that was used to fund grant projects and 
scholarships.  In many ways our membership used this opportunity 
for education on many fronts.  Children attended and educational 
events accompanied the sale.  This is a major project of the master 
gardeners since many carefully cultivated and prepared plants from 
their own gardens for the sale.   
 
Twenty-one Garden Programs Offered on a Regular Basis 
throughout Stone and Taney Counties  
In Forsyth, Kimberling City and Crane, there are garden programs 
offered by the master gardeners every month for the gardening 
public.  In 2019 there were twenty-one programs offered.  Many of 
the presenters were master gardeners.  At the Kimberling Area 
Library, there were 206 participants (52% increase since 2018).  
Kathryn Kufahl chaired that effort.  Numerous people also 
attended the Brown Bag Lunch Gardening series in Forsyth and 
the “Let’s Get Growing” series in association with the Stone 
County Library in Crane.  Marva Ramsey chaired the Brown Bag 
series.  Monica Mueller and Cathy Wolven worked on the Crane series with Julie Bryce of the library.  Topics 
covered this year included growing tough plants, table-top seed starting, companion planting, growing and eating 
sprouts, horticulture therapy, gardening on a budget, shade gardens, Missouri native trees, combinations in the 
garden, easy peasy plants pots and propagation, growing and using herbs, perennials, growing roses, right plant 
in the right place, lilies, water wise, preserving garden abundance and bringing the garden in for fall. 
 

 
 

The state Master Gardener conference brought 264 gardeners 
together for educational tours and workshops.     

The Cape Fair Community Center sign got an upgrade in 
landscaping as a result of one of seven grant projects offered by the 
master gardeners. 

Pregnancy Life Line in Branson West received grant 
funds this year.  Here is one of several gardens where 
master gardeners raised produce in a community 
garden.  Children were also involved in this project. 
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Education and Improved Landscape Emphasis in our 
Communities 
Some of the many other ongoing projects that made a 
significant impact in local communities included the 
KKOZ Master Gardener Radio Show, Bonniebrook 
Homestead landscaping, Corps of Engineers Project 
Office Landscaping, Stonebridge Heritage Garden 
landscaping, Shell Knob Senior Center landscaping, 
Kimberling Area Senior Center garden, Kimberling Area 
Library Children's Garden and Stone County 
courthouse and library landscaping.  There are many 
more smaller projects that are too innumerable to cover, 
but combined they make a startling impact throughout 
our region. 
 

On-Line Master Gardener Course Brought in New 
Members 
Five new master gardeners were trained through the 
statewide on-line master gardener course.   

 
Nineteen Trained in Master Gardener Classes in Branson and Ozark  
A Master Gardener training was offered in Branson and Ozark this year.  There was 30 hours of instruction 
provided for participants.  There were fifteen who attended in Branson and in the Ozark class four joined the 
Master Gardeners of the Ozarks.  A graduation ceremony was conducted at a Master Gardener meeting at Dewey 
Short in December.  

 

Horticulture field specialist Patrick Byers training new master 
gardeners in Branson. 

Master Gardener training graduates honored in December.  This 

year’s training brought 22 new members to our local chapter. 

KY3 TV meteorologist Ron Hearst addresses gardeners at the 
Spring Gardening Workshop in Branson. 

Plants on display at the plant sale in Forsyth. 

Shon Bishop of Lincoln University discusses eating from your 
garden year-round at the Fall Gardening Workshop in Kimberling 
City. 


